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Extract from act of Congress of February 20, 1907, creating and defining the duties of
Immigration Commission.

That a commission is hereby created, consisting of three Senators, to be appoin.

by the President of the Senate, and three Members of the House of Representati 1

to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and three pen"
to be appointed by the President of the United States. Said commission shall ms

full inquiry, examination, and investigation, by subcommittee or otherwise, into.;

subject of immigration. For the purpose of said inquiry, examination, and invest
3

tion said commission is authorized to send for persons and papers, make all necesf

travel, either in the United States or any foreign country, and, through the cr/

man of the commission, or any member thereof, to administer oaths and to exan"
witnesses and papers respecting all matters pertaining to the subject, and to emp'
necessary clerical and other assistance. Said commission shall report to Congress
conclusions reached by it, and make such recommendations as in its judgment r

seem proper. Such sums of money as may be necessary for the said inquiry, exami

tion, and investigation are hereby appropriated and authorized to be paid out of

"immigrant fund" on the certificate of the chairman of said commission, includ

all expenses of the commissioners, and a reasonable compensation, to be fixed by the'

President of the United States, for those members of the commission who are not

Members of Congress;
* * *

.

a Died February 20, 1908.
& Appointed to succeed Mr. Latimer, February 25, 1908.
c Appointed to succeed Mr. McLaurin, March 16, 1910.

Died December 22, 1909

ii



LIST OF REPORTS OF THE IMMIGRATION COMMISSION.

Volumes 1 and 2. Abstracts of Reports of the Immigration Commission, with Conclusions and Recom-

mendations and Views of the Minority. (These volumes include the Commission's complete reports

''on the following subjects: Immigration Conditions in Hawaii; Immigration and Insanity; Immi-

grants in Charity Hospitals; Alien Seamen and Stowaways; Contract Labor and Induced and Assisted

Immigration; The Greek Padrone System in the United States; Peonage.) (S. Doc. No. 747, 61st

Cong., 3d sess.)

Volume 3. Statistical Review of Immigra.tion, 1819-1910 Distribution of Immigrants, 1850-1900. (S. Doc.

No. 756. 61st Cong., 3d sess.)

Volume 4. Emigration Conditions in Europe. (S. Doc. No. 748, 61st Cong., 3d sess.)

Volume 5. Dictionary of Races or Peoples. (S. Doc. No. 662, 61st Cong., 3d sess.)

Volumes 6 and 7. Immigrants in Industries: Pt. 1, Bituminous Coal Mining. (S. Doc. No. 633, 61st Cong.,

2d sess.)

Volumes 8 and 9. Immigrants in Industries: Pt. 2, Iron and Steel Manufacturing. (S. Doc. No. 633, 61st

Cong., 2d sess.)

Volume 10. Immigrants in Industries: Pt. 3, Cotton Goods Manufacturing in the North Atlantic States

Pt. 4, Woolen and Worsted Goods Manufacturing. (S. Doc. No. 633, 61st Cong., 2d sess.)

Volume 11. Immigrants in Industries: Pt. 5, Silk Goods Manufacturing and Dyeing Pt. 6, Clothing

Manufacturing Pt. 7, Collar, Cuff, and Shirt Manufacturing. (S. Doc. No. 633, 61st Cong., 2d sess. )

Volume 12. Immigrants in Industries: Pt. 8, Leather Manufacturing Pt. 9, Boot and Shoe Manufac-

turing Pt. 10, Glove Manufacturing. (S. Doc. No. 633, 61st Cong., 2d sess.)

Volume 13. Immigrants in Industries: Pt. 11, Slaughtering and Meat Packing. (S. Doc. No. 633, 61st

Cong., 2d sess.)

Volume 14. Immigrants in Industries: Pt. 12, Glass Manufacturing Pt. 13, Agricultural Implement
and Vehicle Manufacturing. (S. Doc. No. 633, 61st Cong., 2d sess.)

Volume 15. Immigrants in Industries: Pt. 14, Cigar and Tobacco Manufacturing Pt. 15, Furniture Man-

ufacturing Pt. 16, Sugar Refining. (S. Doc. No. 633, 61st Cong., 2d sess.)

Volume 16. Immigrants in Industries: Pt. 17, Copper Mining and Smelting Pt. 18, Iron Ore Mining
Pt. 19, Anthracite Coal Mining Pt. 20, Oil Refining. (S. Doc. No. 633, 61st Cong., 2d sess.)

Volume 17. Immigrants in Industries: Pt. 21, Diversified Industries, Vol. I. (S. Doc. No. 633, 61st Cong.,

2d sess.)

Volume 18. Immigrants in Industries: Pt. 21, Diversified Industries, Vol. II Pt. 22, The Floating Immi-

grant Labor Supply. (S. Doc. No. 633, 61st Cong., 2d sess.)

Volumes 19 and 20. Immigrants in Industries: Pt. 23, Summary Report on Immigrants in Manufacturing
and Mining. (S. Doc. No. 633, 61st Cong., 2d sess.)

Volumes 21 and 22. Immigrants in Industries: Pt. 24, Recent Immigrants in Agriculture. (S. Doc. No.

633, 61st Cong., 2d sess.)

Volumes 23-25. Immigrants in Industries: Pt. 25, Japanese and Other Immigrant Races in the Pacific

Coast and Rocky Mountain States. (S. Doc. No. 633, 61st Cong., 2d sess.)

Volumes 26 and 27. Immigrants in Cities. (S. Doc. No. 338, 61st Cong., 2d sess.)

Volume 28. Occupations of the First and Second Generations of Immigrants in the United States Fe-

cundity of Immigrant Women. (S. Doc. No. 282, 61st Cong., 2d sess.)

Volumes 29-33. The Children of Immigrants in Schools. (S. Doc. No. 749, 61st Cong., 3d sess.)

Volumes 34 and 35. Immigrants as Charity Seekers. (S. Doc. No. 665, 61st Cong., 3d sess.)

Volume 36. Immigration and Crime. (S. Doc. No. 750, 61st Cong., 3d sess.)

Y'jlume
37. Steerage Conditions Importation and Harboring of Women for Immoral Purposes Imini-

( grant Homes and Aid Societies Immigrant Banks. (S. Doc. No. 753, 61st Cong., 3d sess.)

. flume 38. Changes in Bodily Form of Descendants of Immigrants. (S. Doc. No. 208, 61st Cong., 2d sess.)

lume 39. Federal Immigration Legislation Digest of Immigration Decisions Steerage Legislation,

/ 1819-1908 State Immigration and Alien Laws. (S. Doc. No. 758, 61st Cong., 3d sess.)

flume 40. The Immigration Situation in Other Countries: Canada Australia New Zealand Argen-
I tina Brazil. (S. Doc. No. 761, 61st Cong., 3d sess.)

'lume 41. Statements and Recommendations Submitted by Societies and Organizations Interested in

the Subject of Immigration. (S. Doe. No. 764, 61st Cong., 3d sess.)

lume 42. Index of Reports of the Immigration Commission. (S. Doc. No. 785, 61st Cong., 3d sess.)

Ill



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

THE IMMIGRATION COMMISSION,

Washington ,
D. C.

, January 31, 1910.

To the Sixty-Jirst Congress:

I have the honor to transmit herewith, on behalf of the Immigration
Commission, a report in two volumes, entitled: "Immigrants in

Cities, a Study of Selected Districts in New York, Chicago, Philadel-

phia, Boston, Buffalo, Cleveland, and Milwaukee," which report was

prepared under the direction of the Commission by E. A. Goldenweiser

and Mary Louise Mark, assisted by Nellie F. Sheets.

Respectfully, WILLIAM P. DILLIXGHAM,
Chairman.
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PART V BOSTON,

CHAPTER I.

INTRODUCTION.

Congestion in Boston is largely the result of topographical condi-
tions in certain sections of the city and of the adaptation for the use
of several households of houses which were constructed as residences
for single families. The history of the foreign sections of Boston from
the time they were centers of wealth and fashion, through their

gradual decline and their occupations, first by Irish immigrants and
later by immigrants from the south and east of Europe, can be found
in Robert A. Woods's "Americans in Process." His general descrip-
tions of the north end and west end are quoted below:

The north end is less than half a mile in any of its dimensions. It is a "tight little

island," hemmed in by continuous and ever-encroaching currents of commercial
activity. The station thoroughfares lead to the markets. The markets extend to the
docks. The docks reach around from the markets to the railroads again.

*

The west end, beginning at the North Station, with whose traffic it is more con-
cerned than the north end, has another curving water front as a boundary. On the
south, Beacon Hill makes an effectual barrier. The west end population is allowed,
however, to take possession of the bleak northeast slope. It is also beginning to make
its way by force around the foot of the hill on either side.

The interior frame of the north end is that of one main highway to the East Boston
ferry, with a tributary street running on either side of it. The thoroughfare, Hanover
street, is cosmopolitan. Salem street, toward the water, selected as a place of peaceful
abode by Hebraist Puritans, is now, in the whirligig of time, turned over to the Hebrews
themselves. North street, on the side toward the markets, is, as it were, an Alpine
pass through cold-storage warehouses into "Little Italy." These three arteries of

travel open the way to a network of cross streets, passageways, and blind alleys.
The west end has two squares serving as ganglia for its communication, one with

the business section of the city, the other with the North Station. Beyond these

squares go thoroughfares converging toward the West Boston Bridge to Cambridgeport.
Most of the streets auxiliary to these are not so narrow nor so close together as the

corresponding communicating ways of the north end. The situation in the west end
is one of contrasts places as dark and noisome as any in the north end; frequent rows
of houses retaining an air of comfort and respectability such as almost wholly passed
from the north end.a

Besides the north end and the west end, which are the two most
congested districts of Boston, the commission has investigated a

portion of the south end, which is located in the immediate vicinity
of the business section of the city, and of Roxbury and of South
Boston, which present different problems from the other districts

studied in Boston. A description of conditions in the parts of the

city investigated by the commission is given in the next section of
the report.

a Americans in Process, edited by Robert A. Woods. Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1903,
pp. 2-3.
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CHAPTER II.

TERRITORY

A complete list of blocks studied in Boston is given below:
1. Barton street district. Barton street from Lowell to Chambers,

both sides; Cushman avenue.
2. Hanover street district. Square bounded by Hanover, Com-

mercial, Charter, and Henchman streets.

3. Hudson street district. Oliver place; Hudson street from Beach
to Harvard, both sides; Edinboro street, both sides; a few houses on
Harvard street.

4. Morton street district. Morton street; Wiget street; cross street

from Washington to Endicott, north side; North Margin street from
Stillman to Wiget street.

5. Second street district. Second street from Dorchester avenue to

Granite street, both sides; Colton street; Granite street from First

to Second streets, both sides; Athens street from Second to A streets,
both sides; from C to D streets, south side; from D to E streets,
both sides.

6. Silver street district. Silver street from A to F streets, both

sides; Washington place.
7. Washington village district. Kemp street; Ellery terrace; Wad-

leigh place.
8. Selected Americans. Scattered houses in Roxbury bounded by

Washington street on the east, Eliot square and Dudley street on the

south, Columbus avenue and the tracks of the New York, New Haven
and Hartford Railroad on the west, and Lenox street on the north.

9. Selected Greeks. Most of Curve street and selected houses in

the South Cove and the north end.

The Barton street district is located in the west end and is inhabited
almost exclusively by Hebrews, as is shown in the following table,
which is derived from General Table 1.

TABLE 1. Number of households studied in the Barton street district, by general nativity
and race of head of household.

General nativity and race of head of

household.
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There is only 1 household with a native head in this district. Of
the 217 foreign households, 196 are Hebrew, 19 Italian, 1 Irish, and
1 Polish. The Hebrews have settled in this district after leaving the

north end, which was their first stronghold in Boston and in which

they were succeeded by the Italians, who now predominate there.

The Hebrews have moved to the west end, of which Barton street

forms a part, apparently for no other reason than its proximity to

their original place of residence.

Barton street is probably the poorest and the most crowded
Hebrew center of importance in this city. The houses near Lowell
street are old and poor, some of them apparently former warehouses,
others dwelling houses little altered. In the center of the block the

houses are in better condition. They have been built or remodeled
as tenements more recently than the others on the street. The

poorest house found in this district is on the corner of Barton and
Leverett streets; it consists of two old houses thrown together; the

one facing Barton street is higher than the other, so that on each
floor in the middle of the dark winding hallway there is an unexpected
flight of steps. The air shaft to the second floor forms a receptacle
for rubbish.

The houses on the block from Leverett to Chambers street do not
show the extremes, either good or bad, found on the other block.

Some of the wTorst kept houses, however, are on that block. The
garbage from five houses has been found stored in the cellar of one

house, so that the families on the street floor have been unable to

open their windows, summer or winter.

Cushman avenue is one of the tiny alleys called avenues in Boston.
It is 6 feet wide from house wall to house wall, dark, neglected, and

filthy. Few families live there. Two of the houses have been
turned into rag shops, so that only two directly facing the avenue are

inhabited, the worst of which is a frame house. The two corner

houses facing Leverett street are much better. One of them, how-

ever, has a rear house attached to it, which is in very bad repair.
Water was found forming a pool in the hall, which is dark and dirty.
On the whole, the Hebrew district in Boston does not appear so

crowded as that in New York, but the houses are not so well adapted
to crowding, and some of the conditions existing on Cushman avenue
can not be duplicated in the sections studied in New York, where
tenement-house inspection is more energetic. The Boston tenement-
house law does not differ materially from the New York law, but in

Boston it is not as rigidly enforced.

The table which follows shows, by racial composition, the number
of households studied in the Hanover street district.
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TABLE 2. Number ofhouseholds studied in the Hanover street district, by general natiri lit

and race of head of household.

General nativity and race of head of

household.

Number
of house-
holds.

(ieneral nativity and race of head of

household.

Number
of house-
holds.

Native-born of native father, White
Native-born of foreign father, by race of

father:

English
German
Irish

Italian, South
Foreign-born:

Canadian (other than French)
Greek
Hebrew, Russian
Irish

Italian, North
Italian, South

1

1

4

2

4

2

1

10

10
260

Foreign-born Continued.
Norwegian
Portuguese
Spanish
Swedish

Grand total. 308

Total native-born of foreign father.
Total native-born
Total foreign-born

11

297

The Hanover street district is inhabited largely by South Italians.

There are only 11 native households in the district, and out of the

297 foreign households 260 are South Italians.

The section of Hanover street included in the district contains a

number of small grocery stores, fruit shops, bakeries, and barrooms,
owned and patronized exclusively by Italians.

Commercial street, in this district, is a street of tenements and
small shops on the west side, and of factories and warehouses on the

east. Directly opposite the block canvassed is a large candy factory,
the principal place of employment for the girls and women in the

block.

Henchman street is short, running only between Commercial and
Charter streets, and occupied wholly by tenement houses, with small

shops in the basement or on'the ground floor. It is a comparatively
quiet street, and so far as the houses go it is the aristocrat of the four
streets. The houses in all but two or three instances are relatively
new and are assessed at a higher valuation than the land they stand

on, a most unusual situation in this block. Three of the eight houses
are occupied by their Italian owners, and all but two of the houses
are owned by Italians.

Charter street is not very different from Henchman, except that
it is in poorer repair and much more crowded.
The characteristic of the locality is not its four main streets, but

the alleys which honeycomb the block. Off Commercial street run
Globe alley, Greenough lane, and Luther place, at the rate of one

alley for every two houses on Commercial street. Globe alley is

made up altogether of lodging houses. The whole alley is packed
with people, and is generally looked upon in the neighborhood as

"low down." It has so frequently been the subject of board of

health investigation that the people have a wholesome fear of anyone
bordering upon the official. Greenough lane has a much more
" home-and-family

"
population than Globe alley; it is very dirty,

dark, and narrow barely 3 feet wide at the entrance. Luther

place, while wider, is made up of dilapidated houses, and looks more
like a dump heap than a place where people with children actually
live, summer and winter.
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Off Hanover street are four small alleys Warland, or Warren
place, a little L containing three badly crowded, old brick houses,
their back rooms extremely dark; the L leading to 430 Hanover,
second rear; that leading to 404 rear; and Fountain place, the worst
and dirtiest and most overcrowded of the alleyways. Its four old
wooden houses are tottering, the whole yard is filthy, and the base-
ment living rooms, half underground, are very bad in all respects.
The houses are all used as lodging houses.

In the following table is shown, by race of head of household, the
number of households studied in the Morton-street district:

TABLE 3. Number of households studied in the Morton-street district, by general nativity
and race of head of household.

General nativity and race of head of
household.
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Cross and North Margin streets are wider, and, in general, better
than Morton and Wiget. North Margin street, however, from Wiget
to Stillman, has only two houses, both very poor, besides the corner
one. These two are shallow houses, apparently built after those on
Wiget and Stillman streets to fill in a narrow space. One of them
has only one room on each floor a mere little wedge squeezed into a
left-over corner. The corner house is much better.

The houses on Cross street have always been tenement houses.

They are 5 stories high and are newer than those on the other
blocks in this district.

The number of households studied in the Washington village dis-

trict is shown by race of head of household in the following table:

TABLE 4. Number of households studied in the Washington village district, by general
nativity and race of head of household.

General nativity and race of head of household.
Number
of house-
holds.

Native-born of foreign father, by race of father, Irish.

Foreign-born:
Canadian (other than French)
Irish
Lithuanian
Polish.

1

1

1

37

Grand total . 41

Total native-born of foreign father.
Total foreign-born

1

40

The other Polish district is in the Polish settlement which has

gathered about the Polish church in Washington village. Of the 41
families studied here 37 are Polish.

Ellery terrace and Kemp street are much alike. Both are short
blocks set down in the mud flats of the South Bay. These flats

breed stench and disease which more than offset the advantages of

space. In summer the winds are almost intolerably malodorous.

Ellery terrace is simply a remodeled factory building off Ellery
street. The building, t

a frame one, was divided up about two years
ago into seven small 3-story tenements. They are in fairly good
condition, though they show very rough usage.

Kemp street is much older. On the north side is a block of a
half dozen 2-story tenements for two families, and one detached

2-story shanty. On the south side it has two detached 2^-story
houses for two families. All the houses are frame.

Wadleigh place is a blind alley off Ellery street. The two detached
brick buildings are double houses, 2 stories high, with mansard
attics. The houses are poorer than on either of the other streets.



432 The Immigration Commission.

The racial composition of the Hudson street district is shown in

the following table:

TABLE 5. Number of households studied in the Hudson street district, by general nativity
and race of head of household.

General nativity and race of head of household.

Native-born of native father, White
Native-born of foreign father, by race of father, Irish.

Foreign-born:
Armenian
Canadian (other than French)
Irish .

Italian, South.

Syrian

Grand total.

Total native-born of foreign father.

Total native-born
Total foreign-born

Number
of ho i

holds.

8
7

1

1

11

29
113

170

7

15
155

The Hudson street district is predominantly Syrian. Fifteen

native families have been studied in the district, and 155 foreign

families, of which 113 are Syrian, 29 Italian, and 11 Irish.

Forty years ago this entire district was a respectable middle-class

residence quarter. It did not have the extremes, aristocratic and

humble, of the north end or Roxbury. The population about twenty
years ago was mainly Irish or Irish-American, but the place is fast

becoming the orient of Boston. Chinatown centers on Harrison
avenue near Essex street. Farther up the avenue and on Kneeland,

Tyler, and Hudson streets there is a cosmopolitan mixture of Greek
restaurants and groceries, Syrian churches and shops, kosher eating

houses, and immoral resorts confined to no race.

On Hudson street, where the most important Syrian block investi-

gated is located, most of the houses are four-story tenements, built of

brick. Each house contains 10 to 14 rooms and is occupied by from
four to six families. The houses were originally built to accommo-
date one fairly well-to-do family, and have Jbeen divided up into

apartments; sinks and faucets have been installed in the kitchens,
but very few other changes have been made. One toilet serves for

a whole house, and bathrooms are an exception. Proximity to busi-

ness houses makes the rents high in this neighborhood.
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The racial composition of the Second street district is shown in the

following table:

TABLE 6. Number of households studied, the Second street district, by general nativity
and race of head of household.

General nativity and race of head of

household.
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Silver street is a narrow street consisting of two and three story
frame houses in fair repair. It was originally meant to be a rear

approach to the houses on Broadway. This district has gone through
several stages of development, but is now almost entirely inhabited

by workingmen's families. It differs little in character from the
Second street district.

Xo solid block occupied by American families of the working class

has been found in Boston. One hundred schedules of American
households were taken in Roxbury after a large territory had been
covered and 638 households had been interviewed and eliminated,
because they were not American.

In general the streets in this district are wide. The location is

unusually good for working people, because many street car lines go
through the district, and the big Dudley street transfer station in the

vicinity makes it easy to make connections with all parts of the city.
A great proportion of the houses where American families were
found are two and a half or three story frame houses in blocks or
semidetached. The Americans lived in these houses before the

larger buildings, of which there are many in the district, were erected.

Very few of the houses contain more than three families, and none
more than six. The houses are in fair repair. The district was
distinctly American, and parts of it were rather fashionable until

about fifteen years ago, but now it is highly cosmopolitan and con-
tains a group of streets inhabited by negroes. The Hebrew popula-
tion of the district is rapidly increasing, and yet there are more
American families in this neighborhood than in any other of the com-

paratively poor sections of the city which the agents of the Com-
mission have succeeded in locating.
For the Greeks also schedules were secured in selected houses.

The most important center of the Greeks is Curve street, a little

crescent skirting the Boston and Albany tracks off Broadway exten-

sion. The other Greek households are scattered over the city, but
more particularly in the north end. The total number of Greek
schedules secured in Boston is 49.



CHAPTER III.

COMPOSITION OF POPULATION STUDIED.

NATIVITY AND RACE.

The total number of households enumerated in the preceding series

of tables appears in the following table. From this point the tabu-
lation does not take into account the districts of residence of the
households studied. Certain races are excluded from further study
by reason of inadequate representation. The table, which is derived
from General Tables 1 and 2, shows the extent of the canvass and
the selection for the detailed study.

TABLE 8. Total number of households studied in blocks investigated and households
included in detailed study, by general nativity and race of head of household.

General nativity and race of head of household.
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Of the total number of 1.512 households visited in Boston, 1,416
have been included in the detailed study which follows. None of

the races of which there were fewer than twenty households in the

aggregate have been included. In addition to the native white of

native father and tli3 second-generation Irish, the following foreign

households, in order of their numerical importance, have been studied
in Boston: South Italians, Russian Hebrews, Irish, Lithuanians,

Syrians, Poles, and Greeks.
As regards country of birth, which it is necessary to consider only

for the Hebrews and Poles, the fact is that all of the Hebrews are

natives of Russia, while the birthplace of the Polish heads of house-

holds is given in the next table, drawn from General Table 4.

TABLE 9. Country of birth offoreign-born Polish heads of households.

Country of birth.
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TABLE 11. Persons in households studied and personsfor whom detailed information was

secured, by general nativity and race of head of household.

General nativity and race of head of

household.
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TABLE 12. Personsfor -w'tom detailed information was secured, by sex and general nativity
and race of individual Continued.

General nativity and race of individual.
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Of the total of 3,874 persons for whom detailed information was
secured in Boston, 54.6 per cent are males and 45.4 per cent females.

Among the native-born the percentage of males is 46.5 and among
the foreign-born 55.7. Of the foreign races all except the Irish and
the Syrians have more males than females. The proportion is excep-

tionally high among the Greeks, of whom 83.6 per cent are male, and
the Lithuanians, among whom the proportion of males is 60.4 per
cent. The percentage is 58.1 among the South Italians, 55.6 among
the Poles, and 50.8 among the Russian Hebrews.

AGE.

Heads of households are classified according to age in the table

which follows. The percentages are based on General Table 6 :

TABLE 14. Per cent of heads of households within each age group, by sex and general

nativity and race of individual.

[This table Includes in each section only races with 20 or more persons reporting. The totals, however.
are for all races.]

MALE.

General nativity and race of individual.
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TABLE 14. Per cent of heads of households within each age group, by sex and general
nativity and race of individual Continued.

TOTAL.

General nativity and race of individual.
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TABLE 15. Per cent of persons within each age group, by sex and general nativity and
race of head of household Continued.

FEMALE.

General nativity and race of head
of household.
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CONJUGAL CONDITION.

In the following table persons 20 }^ears of age or over are classified

according to whether they are single, married, or widowed. The
table is based on General Table 8.

TABLE 16. Number and per cent of persons 20 years of age or over in each conjugal con-

dition, by sex and general nativity and race of individual .

MALE.

General nativity and race of

individual.
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TABLE 16. Number and per cent of persons 20 years of age or over in each conjugal con-

dition, by sex and general nativity and race of individual Continued.

FEMALE Continued.

General nativity and race of

individual.
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Of the total number of 4,009 persons 20 years of age or over, who
report data on conjugal condition, 66 per cent are married, 26.9 per
cent are single, and 7.1 per cent are -widowed. The proportion of

single persons is much higher among the males than among the

females, and the proportion of married and widowed persons is

higher among the females than among the males.
There are fewer single persons among the adult foreign-born than

among the adult native-born, the proportions being 25.1 per cent

among the foreign and 38.2 per cent among the native born. The
difference is very pronounced among females, of whom 35.8 per cent
are single among the native-born and only 11 per cent among the

foreign-born. It is clear from these figures that the immigrants marry
somewhat younger than the native-born and, furthermore, that this

is more noticeable among the women than among the men. It must
be added that it is not an unusual thing for immigrant girls to come
here in order either to join their husbands or intended husbands or

to improve their opportunity of finding husbands by coming to a com-

munity where the proportion of males is high.
The only foreign race having a large proportion, 66.1 per cent, of

single persons among the adults is the Greek; the proportion of

single Greek males is 76.3 per cent, while there are no single females
over 20 years of age. The proportion of unmarried women is lower
than that of unmarried men among all of the foreign races studied in

Boston.
The figures indicate that the immigrant population of the districts

studied in Boston is more settled than the native population, which
contains a considerable proportion of single men and women who
have come to the city to earn a living. The immigrant men have
in most cases come to stay, and have generally sent for their wives or

sweethearts, and a large proportion of the wromen have come to join
their husbands or in order to marry.
As mentioned above the proportion of widows is higher among the

native-born than among the foreign-born, and among the foreign
races the highest proportion of widows is found among the Irish.

The proportion among the native-born of native father is also very
considerable. This condition is probably due largely to the larger pro-

portion of older families of these two races.

YEARS IN THE UNITED STATES.

That the investigation in Boston deals largely with recent immi-

grants appears from the following series of four tables. In the first

table of the series male heads of households are classified according
to the number of years since their first arrival in the United States.

The figures are from General Table 9.
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TABI E 17. Number and per cent offoreign-born male heads of households in the United
States under Jive years, jive to nine years, etc., by race of individual.

[By years in the United States is meant years since first arrival in the United States. No deduction is
made for time spent abroad.]

Race of individual.
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TABLE 19. Number and per cent offoreign-born persons in the United States under Jin
years, Jive to nine years, etc., by race of individual.

[By years in the United States is meant years since first arrival in the United States. No deduction is

made for time spent abroad.]

Race of individual.



CHAPTER IV.

LIVING CONDITIONS.

CONGESTION.

The following table classifies the households studied according to

the number of rooms in the apartments they occupy. The table is

derived from General Table 12.

TABLE 21. Per cent of households occupying apartments of each specified number of
rooms, by general nativity and race of head of household.

General nativity and
race of head of house-
hold.
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The Syrians occupy one-room apartments in 46 per cent of all

cases and two-room apartments in 38.1 per cent of all cases. None
of the other races have as high a proportion of small apartments, the

Greeks, with 18.4 per cent of one-room and 28.6 per cent of two-room

apartments, ranking second in this respect. All of the other races
live in three or four room apartments in the majority of cases. The
proportion of apartments of six rooms or more is by far the highest
among the Irish, among whom it reaches 16.6 per cent.

The following table classifies households according to the number
of persons of which they are composed. The table is based on
General Table 13.

TABLE 22.- Per cent of households of each specified number of persons, by general nativity
and race of head of household.

General nativity and
race of head of

household.
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The foreign-born show a considerably higher percentage of large
households and a considerably lower percentage of small households
than the native-born.

Nearly half of the households of the native-born white of native
father and the second generation Irish, and slightly more than half

of the Greek and Syrian households consist of fewer than 4 persons.
The two native races and the Syrians also report low percentages
of households, consisting of 7 or more persons; the Greeks, with
26.6 per cent of households consisting of 7 or more persons, have
twice as great a proportion of large households as any one of the other
three races with low percentages. The highest percentage of large
households is found among the Poles, who report only 8.7 per cent
of households consisting of fewer than 4 persons and 44.2 per cent
of households consisting of 7 or more persons. The Lithuanians rank
second in proportion of large households and next to the lowest in the

proportion of small households.
The average size of households occupying apartments of specified

sizes is considered in the following table. The table is derived from
General Table 14.

TABLE 23. Average number of persons in apartments of each specified number of rooms,
by general nativity and race of head of household.

General nativity and race of head of

Average number of persons in apartments of each specified number
of rooms.

household.
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average more than two persons per room; the Polish households in

4-room apartments ana the South Italian households in 5-room

apartments average nearly two persons per room.
The following table classifies the households studied according to

the number of persons per room. The data of General Table 15, is

here presented in the form of cumulative numbers and percentages.

TABLE 24. Number and per cent of households which have each specified number of per-
sons per room, by general nativity and race of head of household.

General nativity and race of

head of household.
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The next table deals with number of persons per sleeping room.
The data of General Table 16 is presented in the form of cumula-
tive numbers and percentages.

TABLE 25. Number and per cent of households which have each specified number of per-
sons per sleeping room, by general nativity and race of head of household.

General nativity and
race of head of
household.
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The following table is a summary in tli<> form of averages of the

preceding tables:

TABLE 26. Average number of persons per apartment, per room, and per sleeping room,
by general nativity and race of head of household.

< H'nt'ral nativity and race of head of household.
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Five tables which follow consider congestion in rooms and sleeping
rooms, measured by adults instead of persons. In these tables two
persons under 10 years of age have been considered one adult, and
each person over 10 years of age an adult.

The
following table, based on General Table 17, presents the data

concerning adults per room in cumulative form for numbers and per
cents :

per

TABLE 27. Number and per cent of households which have each specified number of adults

per room, by general nativity and race of head of household.

[In this table each person 10 years of age or over is considered an adult and two persons under 10 one adult.]

General nativity and race of
head of household.
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The following table, based on General Table 18, considers adults

per sleeping room in the form of cumulative numbers and per cents:

TABLE 28. Number and per cent of households which have each specified number of adults

per sleeping room, by general nativity and race of head of household.

[In this table each person 10 years of age or over is considered an adult and two persons under 10 one adult.]

General nativity and
race of head of
household.
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Table 29, which follows, gives in the form of averages a summary
of the data in the previous tables concerning persons and adults per
apartment, per room, and per sleeping room:

TABLE 29. Average number of persons and of adults per apartment, per room, and per
sleeping room, by general nativity and race of head of household.

[In this tableeach person lOyearsof age or over is considered an adult and two persons under lOone adult. J

General nativity and race of

head of household.
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The following table, based on General Table 19, shows the number
of adults per room among households of the several races by years
of residence in the United States :

TABLE 30. Number and per cent offoreign households ivhich have each s/wijicd number

of adults per room, by race of head and by years head has been in the United States.

[In this table each person 10 years of age or over is considered an adult and two persons under 10 one adult.

By years in the United States is meant years since first arrival in the United States.]

IN THE UNITED STATES UNDER 5 YEARS.

Race of head of household.
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in respect to degree of congestion. In the successive groups the Rus-
sian Hebrews show greater congestion among the earlier than among
the more recent immigrants, and the South Italians and the Syrians
show slightly less congestion among earlier immigrants than among
the newcomers. No uniform tendency is observable among the other

races or in the totals toward greater or less congestion with longer
residence in the United States.

Table 31, which follows, presents the data concerning adults per
sleeping room according to years in the United States. The table is

based on General Table 20.

TABLE 31. Number and per cent offoreign households which have each specified number

of adults per sleeping room, by race of head and by years head has been in the United
States.

[In this table each person 10 years of age or over is considered an adult and two persons under 10 one adult.

By years in the U'nited States is meant years since first arrival in the United States.]

IN THE UNITED STATES UNDER 5 YEARS.

Race of head of

household.
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per cent reporting three or more adults per sleeping room. The
South Italians rank second in this group. The Syrians and South
Italians both show relatively great congestion among households in
the United States five to nine years. Among households in the United
States ten years or over the South Italians show the greatest conges-
tion, more than three-fourths of the households reporting two or
more adults per sleeping room, and approximately one-fourth three
or more adults per sleeping room. Among the households in the
United States under ten years the Russian Hebrews show the least

congestion in sleeping rooms; among households in the United States
ten years or over the Irish show the least congestion. The Lithua-
nians and the Syrians show somewhat less congestion among the
earlier immigrants than among the later immigrants in the successive

groups. On the whole no uniform tendency toward either greater or
less congestion with longer residence in the United States can be said
to be indicated.

In the following table households are classified according to the
number of rooms which they use for household purposes other than

sleeping. The table is derived from General Table 21.

TABLE 32. Number and per cent of households regularly sleeping in all except each

specified number of rooms, by general nativity and race of head of household.

General nativity and
race of bead of house-
hold.
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The proportions of foreign households using all their rooms to

sleep in, in descending order, are as follows:

Per cent.

Syrian 74. 3

Greek 42. 9

Polish 37. 5

Lithuanian . 22. 2

Per cent.

Italian, South 20.

Hebrew, Russian 14. 5

Irish . 4. 4

The Syrians report 74.3 per cent of all households as regularly

sleeping in all rooms, nearly twice as large a proportion as is shown by
any other race. In the previous tables dealing with congestion, it

has been shown that the Syrian households have the greatest degree
of congestion both in rooms and sleeping rooms, whether measured

by persons or adults. The native-born white of native father, the

second-generation Irish, and the Irish of foreign birth reserve rela-

tively large numbers of rooms for purposes other than sleeping; less

than 10 per cent of the households of these races sleep in all rooms,
and approximately 40 per cent reserve two or more rooms for other

purposes. The Russian Hebrews rank second among the foreign-
born in the proportion of households reserving a relatively large num-
ber of rooms for household purposes other than sleeping.

BOARDERS AND LODGERS.

A high degree of crowding is much less serious when due to large
families of children than when caused by the presence of strangers in

the household. The following tables, therefore, have an important
bearing on the facts set forth in the preceding section of tin's chapter.
The numbers and percentages of households which keep boarders or

lodgers are based on General Table 22.

TABLE 33. Number and per cent of households keeping boarders or lodgers, by general

nativity and race of head of household.

[Information relating to boarders or lodgers covers only immediate time of taking schedule and not the
entire year. Boarders are persons who receive both board and lodging.]

General nativity and race of head of household.
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Per cent.

Greek 18.4
Irish 13.7

Syrian 2.7

Boarders or lodgers are found in 29.3 per cent of the households
studied in Boston. The proportion is 32.3 per cent among the foreign
and 11.1 per cent among the native households. Arranged in de-

scending order, by race, the proportion of foreign households keeping
boarders or lodgers is as follows:

Per cent.

Polish 68.3
Lithuanian 67. 3

Italian, South 29.8

Hebrew, Russian 28. 1

The Poles and Lithuanians keep boarders in more than two-thirds

of all cases; the South Italians and the Hebrews in less than one-third;
the Greeks follow with 18.4 per cent; the Irish with 13.7 per cent;

and, finally, the Syrians with only 2.7 per cent. The low per cent

among the Irish is presumably due to higher economic status, while

among the Greeks and the Syrians the absence of boarders is neces-

sitated by the occupation of the people, who, in many instances, being

peddlers, must be able to lock up their homes when they leave the

city to travel with their goods.
If from the total number of households be taken all households with

boarders or lodgers, all group households, and all households com-

posed of two or more families, the simplest type of household will

remain, namely, the household composed of the natural family with
or without near relatives on the same footing as members of the

family.
The following table gives the number and per cent of such house-

holds. The table is taken from General Table 3.

TABLE 34. Number and per cent of households which consist of a single family without
boarders or lodgers.

General nativity and race of head of household.
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tion of single families without boarders or lodgers is fairly high among
the South Italians, which indicates that the households consisting of

more than one family generally have boarders besides, and those con-

sisting of one family in most cases keep no boarders or lodgers.
The low proportions of the simple type of households among the

Lithuanians and Poles are due to the large proportions of households
with boarders or lodgers; the low percentages among the Greeks is

due to the large proportion of
"
group" households or households

where no family is present.
In the following table households are classified according to the

length of residence of the head of the household in this country, and
the numbers and per cents of the households of each group with
boarders or lodgers are shown. The table is derived from General
Table 23.

TABLE 35. Number and per cent offoreign households keeping boarders, or lodgers, by race

of head and by years head has been in the United States.

[By years in the United States is meant years since first arrival in the United States.]

Race of head of household.
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TABLE 36. Average number of boarders or lodgers per household, by general nativity and
race of head of household.

[Information relating to boarders or lodgers covers only Immediate time of taking schedule and not the
entire year. Boarders are persons who receive both board and lodging.)

General nativity and race of head of

household.
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HOME WORK.

In only 49 of the 1,416 households studied was home work found.
The distribution of the 49 households is indicated in the following
table. This and the two succeeding tables are derived from General
Table 24.

TABLE 37. Number and per cent of apartments in which gainful employment is pursued,
by general nativity and race of head of household.

General nativity and race of head of household.
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The occupations in apartments are in most cases pursued by the
wife of the head or by the widowed head of a household. In only one

apartment is a male member of tha household employed.
The nature of the employment pursued is set forth in the last table

of the series:

TABLE 39. Number of apartments in which each specified kind ofemployment is pursued,
by general nativity and race of head of household.

General nativity and race of head of

household.
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All of the households studied in Boston have a water supply from

pipes inside the houses, and 90.5 per cent have a separate source of

water supply. The percentage of households with separate water

supply is 89.3 among the foreign and 98 among the native households.

Among the foreign-born the percentages of households having a sepa-
rate water supply, arranged in descending order, by race, are given
below :

Per cent.

Hebrew, Russian 100.

Polish 99.

Irish 98.0
Lithuanian . . 97.7

Per cent.

Italian, South 86.2
Greek 77. 6

Syrian 42. 5

The Hebrews, the Irish, the Poles, and the Lithuanians have a

separate water supply in all or nearly all cases; the Italians are not
so well equipped, and the Greeks are worse off in this respect than the

Italians. Still worse conditions are found among the Syrians, of

whom fewer than half have a separate water supply, 25.7 per cent

have one source of water supply for two households, 22.1 per cent

have one for three households, and 9.7 per cent have one for four

or more households. The Syrians live in the Hudson street district,
which is old and not adapted to tenement-house use. There is gen-
erally one source of water supply to a house, and when five or six

households live in one dwelling they are obliged to share the accom-
modations that were meant for one family.

All but one of the households studied in Boston have access to flush

toilets. This household is second-generation Irish. The households
studied are classified in the following table according to whether they
have a separate toilet or have access to a toilet used also by one or
more other households. The table is derived from General Table 26.

TABLE 41. Per cent of households where toilet is used by each specified number of house-

holds, by general nativity and race of head of household.

General nativity and race of head of
household.
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households, 2.2 per cent with five, 1 per cent with six, 1.1 per cent with

seven, and 0.2 per cent with nine other households. The figures show
in general that the subdividing of one family dwelling for the use of

several households results often in an inadequate number of toilets for

the number of households living there.

Native households are considerably better off in this respect than

foreign households. Arranged in descending order, by race, the per
cents of foreign households that have access to a toilet used by three

or more households are given below :

Per cent.

Syrian 90. 2

Greek 46. 9

Italian, South 36. 5

Irish.. . 34.8

Per cent.

Polish 20.2
Lithuanian 16. 5

Russian
,
Hebrew 8.0

By far the worst condition in this respect is found among the

Syrians, among whom over nine-tenths share their toilet with two or

more households; 17.9 per cent share their toilets with three, 9.8 per
cent with four, 20.5 per cent with five, 6.3 per cent with six, 13.4 per
cent with seven, and 2.7 per cent with nine other households.

In the next section of this chapter it will be seen that the Syrians,
the Greeks, and the South Italians, who have on the whole the poorest

sanitary equipment, are among the races that pay the highest rents

per room. This suggests that inertia and racial cohesion may keep
the tenants in their present locations in spite of the fact that they
can secure better accommodations for less money in other parts of

the city. It is reasonable to suppose, furthermore, that the owners
of the houses, rather than lose profitable tenants, would make nec-

essary improvements if the demands on the part of the tenants were

persistent enough. It seems fair to say that certain races attach

somewhat less importance to sanitary equipment than do others.

The number and per cent of households living in basement apart-
ments follows:

TABLE 42. Number and per cent of households living in basement apartments, by general

nativity and race of head of household.

General nativity and race of head of household.
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There are only 16 basement dwellings in the houses investigated
in Boston, all of which are occupied by foreign households and half

of which are occupied by Russian Hebrews.

Apartments are classified in the next table according to the degree
of cleanliness and order which characterized them at the time the

schedule was taken. The per cents are based on the data in General
Table 27.

TABLE 43. Per cent of apartments where care is good, fair, etc., by general nativity and
race of head of household.

General nativity and race of head of

household.
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TABLE 44. Number and per cent offinnili .s- ovming home, !></ </<
n< r/il i,nt ', '>,/ ,/

of head offamily.

General nativity and race of head of family.
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Of the 1,292 households 43.5 per cent pay under $10 per month
for their apartments and 70.7 per cent pay under $12.50 a month.
The average rent per apartment is $10.72. The households of

immigrants pa}^ on an average $10.55; native households average
$11.87. That the lower average rent paid by the foreign-born is not
due to a comparatively small number of households paying very low
rents is indicated by the fact that the per cent of foreign-born paying
under each specified amount is in every case higher than the corre-

sponding per cent of native-born. Syrian households pay, on the

whole, lower rents than any other race.

The next table classifies the households studied according to the
amount of rent paid per room. The table presents the data of
General Table 30 in the form of cumulative numbers and per cents.

TABLE 46. Per cent of households paying each specified rent per month per room, by
general nativity and race of head of household.

General nativity and race of

head of household.
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The next table classifies households according to the amount of

rent which they pay per person. The table is a presentation, in

cumulative form, of the data of General Table 31.

TABLE 47. Per cent of households paying each specified rent per month per person, by

general nativity and race of head of household.
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The households of three races pay, on an average, more than $12

per apartment. A comparison or the average rent per room paid by
the native-born white of native father with the average rents per
room paid by the Greeks and the Russian Hebrews indicates that
the households of the native-born white of native father secure rela-

tively larger apartments for a given expenditure of money than do
the other two races. Only among the households of the native-born
white of native father and of the Irish of native and of foreign birth
does the average rent per person exceed the average rent per room.
These three races, therefore, are the only races among those included
in the study of rents that average less than one person per room.





CHAPTER V.

ECONOMIC STATUS.

OCCUPATION IN THE UNITED STATES AND ABROAD.

In a study of the economic conditions prevailing among immigrants
in cities it is of importance to know something of the extent to which

immigration has involved an industrial transition. For male heads
of households data are available regarding occupation abroad. The
ollowing table shows the number and per cent who were engaged in

farming before coming to the United States. The table is from
fGeneral Table 32.

TABLE 49. Number and per cent of foreign-born male heads of households 16 years of
age or over at time of coming to the United States, who were engaged in farming
abroad, by race of individual.

Race of individual.



474 The Immigration Commission.

The present occupations of heads of households are shown in Gen-
eral Table 33. From that table the most usual occupations for the

several races are selected for presentation below:

TABLE 50. Occupation of male heads of households ranking first and second in numeri-
cal importance, by general nativity and race of individual.

General nativity and race
of individual.
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TABLE 51. Number and per cent of male heads of households who are in business for
profits, by general nativity and race of individual.

General nativity and race of individual.
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Thus far the study has dealt only with heads of households. In
the following table male members of households 16 years of age or

over, including heads of households, are classified according to

whether they are at home or at school, or engaged in some specified

industry. The table is derived from General Table 34.

TABLE 53. General occupation of males 16 years of age or over, by general nativity and
race of individual.

[This table includes only races with 20 or more males reporting. The totals, however, are for all races.]

General nativity and race
of individual.
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trade, and 2.6 per cent in general labor; among the Poles 48.5 per
cent are engaged in manufactures, 15 per cent in domestic service, 13.2

percent in transportation, 11.7 per cent in trade, and 6.8 per cent in

general labor; of the Syrians 41.5 per cent are in manufactures, 39.4

per cent in trade, 7.7 per cent in domestic service, 2.8 per cent in

general labor, while .7 per cent of them are otherwise employed,
and 7.7 per cent are reported as remaining at home.

Similar data for female members of households 16 years of age or

over are derived from General Table 35.

TABLE 54. General occupation offemales 16 years of age or over, by general nativity and
race of individual.

[This table Includes only races with 20 or more females reporting. The totals, however, are for all races.]
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native than among the foreign-bom, although the proportion in

domestic service is slightly higher among immigrants. The higher
proportion of women at work among the native-born is due to the

fact that the native women are frequently the daughters in foreign
households and have no domestic responsibilities, whereas their for-

eign-born mothers are engaged in keeping house.

In the following table children between the ages of 6 and 16 are

classified according to whether they are at home, at school, or at

work. The table is derived from General Table 36.

TABLE 55. Per cent of children 6 and under 16 years of age at home, at school, and at

work, by sex and general nativity and race of individual.

[This table includes in each section only races with 20 or more persons reporting. The totals, however,
are for all races.]

MALE.
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TABLE 55. Per cent of children 6 and under 16 years of age at home, at school, and at

work, by sex and general nativity and race of individual Continued.

[This table Includes in each section only races with 20 or more persons reporting. The totals, however, are
for all races.]

TOTAL.
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A comparison by race of the proportion of children at home, at

school, and at work, among the foreign and the native born is given
below :

TABLE 56. Number and per cent of children 6 and under 16 years ofage at home, at school,
and at work, by race offather and by birthplace of child.

[This table includes only races with 20 or more children born in the United States and also 20 or more born
abroad. The native-born of native father are shown for comparative purposes.]

Race of father.
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TABLE 57. Yearly earnings (approximate) of males 18 years of age or over, by general

nativity and race of individual.

General nativity and
race of individual.
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93.2 per cent; for the Russian Hebrews it is 82.7 per cent, and for

the Irish 57.2 per cent. Only a very small proportion of the males
earn above $1,000 a year.

In the next table females 18 years of age or over who are gain-

fully employed are classified according to the amount of their yearly

earnings. The table presents the data of General Table 38 in cumula-
tive form.

TABLE 58. Yearly earnings (approximate) ojfemales 18 years of age or over, by general

nativity and race of individual.

General nativity and
race of individual.
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FAMILY INCOME.

The chief sources of the incomes of families of the economic con-
dition selected for study are the earnings of husband and wife, the
contributions of children, the payments of boarders and lodgers, and
other sources, usually rents or the contributions of relatives. Only
families with earnings from wages are included in this study. The
families of persons in business for profits, in many cases the more pros-

perous families, are not considered. Races which engage largely in

mercantile pursuits are therefore presumably at a disadvantage in

the showing made by the following table. The families included in

this study are classified according to the amount of the total income
for the year ending at the time of tl.e agent's visit. The table

presents the data of General Table 39 in the form of cumulative num-
bers and per cents.

TABLE 59. Per cent offamilies having a total yearly income of each specified amount, by
general nativity and race of head offamily.

[This table includes only races with 20 or more families reporting. The totals, however, are for all races.
Four families are included which report income as "none."]

General nativity and race of

head of family.
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Only 9 in 100 Irish families have incomes of less than $300, only
28 have less than $500, and only 60 have less than $750, while 19
have $1,000 or over, and 4 have $1,500 or over. Of the Syrian fam-
ilies all but one have incomes of less than $1,000, and the proportions
of Syrians with incomes under each specified amount below that sum
are in every case considerably higher than for any other race. It

should be recalled in this connection that 113 Syrian households are

included in this study and that the small proportion of families

included in the income study is due to the fact that large numbers
of the Syrians are peddlers and in business for themselves. The
relative standing of these 36 families can not, of course, be taken as

representative of the race.

The three tables which follow present data regarding sources of

income. The first shows the per cent of families which derive their

income wholly or in part from each of the five classified sources; the
second shows the per cent deriving their entire income from each
source or combination of sources; the third gives the proportion that
the amount of income from each of the five sources forms of the total

income. The first and second tables are derived respectively from
General Tables 40 and 41.

TABLE 60. Per cent offamilies having an income within the year from husband, uife,

children, boarders, or lodgers, and other sources, by general nativity and race of head of
family.

[This table includes only races with 20 or more families reporting. Thp totals, however, are for all races.
Four families are excluded which report income as "none."]

General nativity and race of head of family.
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TABLE 61. Source offamily income in detail, by general nativity and race of head of
family.

[This table includes only races with 20 or more families reporting. The totals, however, are for all races.

Four families are excluded which report income as "none."]
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and (>">.,s per cent of the entire family budget is provided for by the
husbands. The proportion of families having incomes from the
husbands is 87.2 per cent among the foreign-born, and 80.3 per cent

among the native-born. The proportion that the husband's earnings
form, of the entire family income is higher among the native-born
than among the foreign-born; among the former it is 70 per cent,

among the latter 64.8 per cent.

The proportion of families that depend for income entirely on the
husbands is 42.4 per cent among the native-born and 27.2 per cent

among the foreign-born. The percentages of foreign families that de-

rive their entire income from the husbands are arranged below in

descending order by race:
Per cent.

Syrian 67. 6

Polish 31.6

Italian, South 29.

Per cent.

Irish 27.3

Hebrew, Russian 20. 4
Lithuanian. . . 16. 1

The wives are sources of income in 16.9 per cent of the families

studied; they are the sole source of income in 2.3 per cent of the fam-

ilies, and the earnings of the wives forms 5.3 per cent of the entire

family budget.
The proportion of families with incomes from the wives is 24.2 per

cent among the natives, and 15.7 per cent among the foreign-born.

Arranged in descending order, by race, the per cent of foreign families

having incomes from wives is as follows:

Per cent.

Irish 27.3

Italian, South 16. 2

Hebrew, Russian 14.6

Per cent.

Syrian 11. 8

Polish 10.5
Lithuanian . 9. 8

Syrian
Lithuanian .

Polish..

Per cent.

.. 8.8

.. 8.4
4.2

Children are sources of income in 25.5 per cent of the families

studied; they are the sole source of income in 3.6 per cent, and their

contributions form 15.7 per cent of the total family budget. The

proportion of families with incomes from children is 26 per cent

among the foreign-born and 22.7 per cent among the native-born.

Arranged in descending order, by race, the per cent of foreign families

having incomes from children is as follows :

Per cent.

Irish 48.9

Hebrew, Russian 40. 8

Italian, South 25. 2

The Irish and Hebrew families derive incomes from their children

in large proportions of cases; the South Italians come next, then the

Syrians, the Lithuanians, and the Poles.

All that needs to be said here about boarders and lodgers is that

their payments appear in the family budgets in 38.5 per cent of the

cases, but are the sole means of support in only 0.5 per cent of the

families, while their contributions form 8.8 per cent of the aggregate
income of the families.

Sources of income, other than those enumerated, appear in 7.8 per
cent of the families and form 4.3 per cent of the aggregate income of

the families studied. Such sources are found in 15.9 per cent of the

native and only in 6.5 per cent of the foreign families. Owing to the

heterogeneity of these sources of income and their comparative
unimportance no attempt at detailed analysis is considered necessary.
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The following table shows the number of families in which hus-

band is present and the number and per cent of husbands at work:

TABLE 63. Husbands at work, by general nativity and race of individual.

General nativity and race of individual.
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Of the 794 male heads of families included in this table 48.4 per
cent, or not quite one-half, earn under $400, 75.8 per cent, or about

three-fourths, earn under S600, and all but 2 per cent earn under

$1,000. Immigrant heads of families earn, on the whole, much less

than the native-born. The proportion of foreign-born husbands

earning under $400 is 52.9 percent while the corresponding proportion
of native-born is 18.9 per cent; the per cents earning under $600 are

80.5 and 45.3, respectively. Syrian husbands show, on the whole,
the lowest earnings. The earnings of Russian Hebrew and South
Italian husbands are also very low.

The number of wives in families studied and the number and per
cent of wives at work are as follows:

TABLE 65. Wives at work, by general nativity and race of head offamily.

G eneral nativity and race of head of family.
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TABLE 66. Number of families in, which wife has employment or keeps boarders or

lodgers, by yearly earnings ofhusbandand by general nativity and race, ofhead offamily.

General nativity and race of head
of family.
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The proportion of wives who,add to the family income by engaging
in gainful employment or keeping boarders or lodgers is 49.5 per
cent. In native households it is 24.3 per cent, hi foreign households

53.4 per cent. It will be recalled in this connection that immigrant
women are employed outside the home somewhat less frequently than
native women.
The proportion of wrives having employment or keeping boarders

or lodgers will be seen, on the whole, to decrease as the incomes of the

husbands increase, and it may be said that the employment of married

women depends primarily on economic conditions and only second-

arily on racial customs or preferences.



CHAPTER VI.

ASSIMILATION.

ABILITY TO SPEAK ENGLISH.

The ability of the immigrant to speak English depends largely on his

age at the time of his arrival in the United States, on the length of his

residence in this country, and on the character of his occupation and
his home surroundings. The information in regard to English speak-
ing is presented separately for male heads of households and again
for all members of households 6 years or age or over.

The following table gives the number and per cent of male heads
of households who are able to speak English. The table is based on
General Table 44.

TABLE 68. Number and per cent of male heads of households who speak English, by
general nativity and race of individual.

[This table includes only non-English-speaking races.]

General nativity and race of individual.
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The number and per cent of foreign-born male heads of households
who are able to speak English, by years in the United States, are as
follows. The table is based on General Table 45.

TABLE 69. Number and per cent offoreign-born male heads of households who speak
English, by years in the United States and race of individual.

[This table Includes only non-English-speaking races. By years in the United States is meant years since
first arrival in the United States.]

Race of individual.
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All of the 30 heads of households who were under 14 years of age
at time of coming to the United States are able to speak English,
while of the 921 who were 14 years or over at time of arrival in this

country only 60.3 per cent have that ability.
The following table shows the number and per cent of members of

households 6 years of age or over, including heads of households

already shown separately, who speak English. The table is drawn
from General Table 47.

TABLE 71. Number and per cent of persons 6 years of age or over who speak English,
by sex and general nativity and race of individual.

General nativity and race
of individual.
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Instances of native-born persons unable to speak the language of

the county are found among the Hebrews, South Italians, Poles, and
Syrians.
The following table shows the number and per cent of foreign-born

persons 6 years of age or over who speak English, by years in the
United States. The table is derived from General Table 48.

TABLE 72. Number and per cent offoreign-born persons 6 years of age or over who speak
English, by sex, years in the United States, and race of individual.

[This table includes only non-English-speaking races. By years in the United States is meant years since
first arrival in the United States.)

MALE.

Race of individual.
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The proportion of English-speaking persons is 38 per cent among
those who have been in the United States under five years, 61.8 per
cent among those who have been here from five to nine years, and
77.1 per cent among those who have been here ten years or over.

The number and per cent of foreign-born persons 6 years of age or

over who speak English is shown, by age at time of coming, in the

following table. The table is based on General Table 49.

TABLE 73. Number and per cent offoreign-born persons 6 years of age or over who speak
English, by sex, age at time of coming to the United States, and race of individual.

[This table includes only non-English-speaking races.]

MALE.

Race of individual.
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Among the immigrants who were under 14 years of age at the time
of their arrival in this country, 93.3 per cent are able to speak Eng-
lish, while among those who were 14 years of age or over the propor-
tion is 45.5 per cent. The difference in this respect is greater among
the females than among the males, presumably because a large

majority of women who come here after the expiration of their school

age soon marry and remain at home, while the men who work out-
side their homes continue to have opportunities of learning the

English language.
LITERACY.

The number and per cent of male heads of households who read
and wrho read and write are given in the following table. The figures
are from General Table 50.

TABLE 74. Number and per cent of male heads of households who read and write, by
general nativity and race ofindividual.
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The following table gives the number and per cent of male heads
of households who read and who read and write, by years in the United
States. The table is based on General Table 51 :

TABLE 75. Number and per cent of male heads of households who read and write, by years
in the United States and race of individual.

[By years in the United States is meant years since first arrival in the United States.)

Race of individual.
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Of the 57 foreign-born male heads of households who were under
14 years of age at time of arrival in the Tinted States, 87.7 per cent
are able to read and write, while of the 1,032 who were 14 years or
over only 70.8 per cent read and write. No conclusions can be

safely drawn from these percentages, because the number who came
as children under 14 years of age are relatively inconsiderable.
The number and per cent of persons 10 years of age or over who

read and write is shown in the table which follows. In this table
male heads of households, already shown separately, are included with
other members of households. The figures are from General Table 53.

TABLE 77. Number and per cent of persons 10 years of age or over who read and write,

by sex and general nativity and race of individual .

Genera! nativity and race of

individual.
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Arranged in descending order by race, the percentages of the for-

eign-born who are able to read and write are as follows :

Per cent.

Lithuanian 58. 2

Syrian 54. 1

South Italian . . . 42.

Per cent.

Greek 92.7

Irish 83.3

Hebrew, Russian 73. 1

Polish ... 63.6

In every case the percentage of literacy is higher among the males
than among the females. The difference is great among the Syrians,
the Lithuanians, the Greeks, and the Poles.

The following table shows the number of foreign-born persons 10

years of age or over who read and write, by length of residence in the

United States. The table is drawn from General Table 54:

TABLE 78. Number and per cent offoreign-born persons 10 years of age or over who read

and write, by sex, years in the United States, and race of individual.

[By years in the United States is meant years since first arrival in the United States.]

MALE.

Race of individual.
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TABLE 78. Number and per cent offoreign-born persons 10 years of age or over who read

and write, by sex, years in the United States, and race of individual Continued.

TOTAL.

Race of Individual.
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TABLE 79. Number and per cent of foreign-born persons 10 years of age or over who
read and write, by sex, age at time of coming to the United States, and race of indi-

vidual Continued .

FEMALE.

Race of individual.
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CITIZENSHIP.

In this series of tables are included only males who have been in

the United States at least five years, who at time of coming were 21

years of age or over and who, therefore, were not eligible to citizen-

ship except by taking steps toward naturalization on their own ac-

count. The two tables immediately following include only male
heads of households. The first includes all who have been in the
United States five years or over. The table is derived from General
Table 56.

TABLE 80. Present political condition of foreign-born male heads of households who
hare been in the United States 5 years or over and who were 21 years of age or over at

time of coming, by race of individual .

[By years in the United States is meant years since first arrival in the United States.]

Race of individual.
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TABLE 81. Present political condition offoreign-born male heads of households who have

been in the United States 5 to 9 years and who were 21 years of age or over at time of com-

ing, by race of individual.

[By years in the United States is meant years since first arrival in the United States.]

Race of individual.
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Of the 703 immigrants who have been in the United States five

years or more and who were 21 years of age at the time of coming,
18.5 per cent are citizens and 15.4 per cent have declared their inten-

tion of becoming naturalized.

Arranged in descending order, by race, the percentages of citizens

are as follows :

Per cent.

Lithuanian 8. 3

Polish 6. 3

Greek.. . 2.1

Per cent.

Irish 69.8

Hebrew, Russian 23. 9

Italian, South 17.2

Syrian 10.5

The highest proportion of persons who have taken out their first

papers is found among the Russian Hebrews. The Syrians rank
second in this respect. None of the 29 Poles has taken the initial

step toward citizenship.
A comparison with regard to citizenship of males who have been in

the United States from five to nine years is made in the following
table. The table is drawn from General Table 57.

TABLE 83. Present political condition offoreign-born males who have been in the United

States 5 to 9 years and who were 21 years of age or over at time of coming, by race of
individual.

[By years in the United States is meant years since first arrival in the United States.)

Race of individual.
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TABLE 84. Number and per cent offamily households which have spent whole time in

apartment, neighborhood, and city, by length of time established in the United States and

by general nativity and race ofhead of household.

[" Length of time established in the United States" is for families formed in the United States, the number
of years since marriage, and for families formed abroad, the number of years the family has resided in the
United States.]

ESTABLISHED IN THE UNITED STATES UNDER 5 YEARS.

General nativity and race of

head of household.
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TABLE 84. Number and /*</ cent <>/ fmnil'/ I/mi*, hl<lx irhich 1m re spent whole time in

(ijxirtni' /it
, HcigliborLooil. <nnl </'//, lii/ 1,'ni/tli of linn 1 fxtulillshed in the United States and

by general nativity and race of head of household Continued.

TOTAL.

General nativity and race of

head of household.
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of the Polish 51 per cent, of the Lithuanian 45 per cent, of the Russian
Hebrew 38 per cent, of the Syrian 37.4 per cent, and of the Irish

27.2 per cent.

The proportion of households studied in Boston that have lived

in the apartments which they now occupy since their establishment
in the United States is 16.1 per cent, 17.3 per cent among the foreign,
and 8.4 per cent among the native households. The proportion is 30

per cent among households established in this country for less than
five years, 9.5 per cent among those established from five to nine

years, and 4.7 per cent among those established ten years or more.
The proportion of households that have resided in the apartments
where they now live since their establishment in the United States
is 24.2 per cent among the Syrians, among the Russian Hebrews 19.2

per cent, among the Lithuanians 17.2 per cent, among the South Ital-

ians 16.8 per cent, among the Poles 14.4 per cent, and among the Irish

10.9 per cent.

The character of the population of the foreign districts of Boston

changes rather rapidly; the topography of the city makes it com-

paratively easy for the immigrants to move from crowded sections

where they are obliged to pay high rents for poor accommodations
to outlying districts where rents are lower and air space is not at so

high a premium. The fact that most of the foreign colonies have

changed their location since they first came to Boston would seem to

be an indication that the foreign element in that city is likely to

become absorbed in the general life of the community in a com-

paratively short period of time.




